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What is HUMANUS? 

 
Historical bibliographies in Hungary 
Several attempts have been made to collect bibliographical data on historical literature during 
the past decades. In the 1960’s the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, as the most 
representative body of the scientific community had started working, but failed to fulfill its 
mission. At the dawn of the democratic era, the Institute of History of the Hungarian Academy 
of Sciences published some volumes of annual bibliography (1990-1993) but could not 
continue its activity later on. 
 
Another initiative we should mention is the Hungarian National Bibliography which is of 
course the most comprehensive one, compiled by the National Széchényi Library and also 
accessible via internet (2003-). Although the name doesn’t reveal, HNB deals only with books 
in all fields and lists them according to the system of Universal Decimal Classification – 
including history as well. But this tool for research also lacks the processing of material 
published in volumes of essays and all sort of periodicals. 
 
The National Széchényi Library feels obliged to offer the students, researchers and the general 
public a modern, useful, up-to-date electronic provision that helps them with their work. For 
this purpose, our Library merges its own data of the same kind coming from different sources 
into one unified database. This database is called HUMANUS and accessible for users since 
Ferbuary, 2008. 
 
We cannot overestimate the significance of another principle. Having got an overall picture of 
the whole scientific landscape, it seemed to be inevitable to find partners for this huge project, 
in absence of which our work would be a never-ending and hopeless chase with time. What 
we are trying to build is a network of institutions and/or libraries with sufficient means of 
infrastructure, managing a (research) library that is widely known and prestigous on its field. 
By working online, the tool we offer is handy and makes it possible to create special 
bibliographies on all fields of humanities.  
 
 
Goals 
HUMANUS makes an effort to collect the bibliographical data of Hungarica material (that 
are related to Hungary in a broader sense: authors, topics, culture, etc.) in all fields of 
humanitites published in periodicals or volumes of essays. HUMANUS contains a record of 
each essays and articles of periodicals, annuals, memorial volumes and volume of essays. Our 
database consists of data of 1200 periodicals (among them 890 sill living) and about 9000 
volumes of essays. What electronic sources do these come from?  

- partly they are own materials of National Széchényi Library: 
o bibliographical data of volumes of essays from the national library’s book 

procession (amicus); 



o data of a former database (IKER) that had been collecting the same material 
between 1987-2002, although rather selectively; 

o bibliographical records from the year 2003 onwards – as our department 
started the processing work with this date; 

- additionally, electronic data received from partner libraries or institutions. 
 
The department dealing with this project has been working in the National Széchényi Library 
for four years. Its tasks are: 
 
 - to find ways of cooperation among Hungarian scientific databases in existence; 
 - to ease the method of processing and utilization;  

- to ensure and create the opportunity of changing data with other institutions, also 
from abroad. 

 
The collection of data is going on within the framework of an organisation (consortium) 
where all participants make their well-defined contribution to HUMANUS on the basis of an 
agreement. The Department of Bibliographical Database on the Humanities coordinates 
and supervises their activity. We are looking for partners from different groups of libraries: 
 

- research libraries as these are responsible for a specific area and have good contacts 
with the scientific community; 

- county libraries as potential information centres of local issues and can get data 
easier on periodicals that are published in the same town or country; 

 - university libraries or collections at departments / institutions. 
 
So far 14 partners have joined this cooperation including all sorts of collections mentioned 
above. We have three partners from abroad: Forum Institute for Minority Research in 
Slovakia and Peter Apor County Library from Transylvania (Rumania) that gather 
information about cultural products of the Hungarian minority in these countries. Besides 
them we have good contacts and a signed agreement with Herder Institut in Marburg. 
 
By filling in the data of former databases, HUMANUS continually broadens the period of 
time covered. In addition, the bibliograhical records are up-dated and completed on a regular 
basis.  
 
Finally, users can search for discipline, subject heading, author, corporate name, type of 
publication and publishing year in our database. 
 
 
 
Plans for the future 
In the future we would like to broaden the cooperation by involving more partners from 
Hungary and abroad. The way to communicate with our database is comfortable (it’s a 
MARC-based system), so it would be easy to change bibliographical records referring to each 
other’s fields of interest (country, language, person, corporation, conferences, etc.). 
 
We are looking forward to giving you more information if you are interested in being a 
partner of HUMANUS. 
 
 




